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Résumé:
In social insects such as ants, bees or termites, queens ensure the reproduction 
while workers take over all non-reproductive tasks in the nest. While this 
(reproductive) division of labour is the fundament of the success of social insects, 
several key questions remain unanswered. Clonal ants, in which all nestmates are 
genetically and morphologically identical, offer a unique system to study task 
allocation while avoiding any other confounding effects. In this talk, I will first 
address factors regulating division of labour in ants and show how early 
experience underlie dominance status among young clonemates. I will then 
present recent results on the longevity/fecundity trade-off and highlight how 
clonal species can be used as model organisms to study the evolution of division 
of labour in insects.


